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(n ) independence in the conduct ofthe al'Jilirs olthc Commission:

(h) the IUlld:; or the Commission to be a direct charge on the Consolidated
Revenue hind o lthe Federation:

(c) the establishment of the Human Rights hillel: and

lei) 11ll'recognition and enforcement or the awards and rccommendniions of
the Commission as decisions olthe l ligh Court.
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\\T/()\,\llll \1,\\ HICIITS C()\I'\IISSI()\ (\,\I/<:,\/)\II:\'/') ACT, 2010

A Bill

For

An Art to amend the "'ational Human Hights Cuuunisxiun Act
Cap, ,\-I() l.aws of the Federation of '\igeria, 200-1, to provide Iur,
allIong other things, the indl'pendl'lll'e in the cunduct of the affairs
of tile ('Ol!lIl1i"ioll, the flllld" of the (IJIllllli,sioll to hl' a din'ct
charge 1111 the (on,ulidatl'd I<l'\ ell Ill' Fund 101 thl' h'licratioll,
estahlixh mcnt of the 1IIIIIwn Rights Fund and re['ognitioll of and
enforcement of the aw a rdx and rccouunc ndut ions of the
COlli mission as decisions of the High Court and; for related
mailers,

L\ACTLD b\ tile :\ational Asscmbl. 01' the ledcral Rcpuhlic of

Nigeria -

I, I he '\,Itinll,ri IllIl11'11l I\ighh CUlllllli"ioll i\ct (,'1', NI(, I ;I\\S of' thl'
lc dcr.uio» oj :\igcri'l. 2()()4 (ill thi, Act referred to as "the Priucipn]
Act") is al11l'l1cied as set out ill this Act.

I Ihe l'rcamhlc to tile Principal Act is substituted 1'01' a new "Preumb lc"-

"WI/FREAS cOllsidl'lillg thnt the I .nitcd 1'\,ltiom Charter ,lIll! the
prmisinlls or the (oilstitutiull or the Il'c!cr;r! l\cj1l1iJlic Ill' NigCI-iil IIJI)l)

.uc h~lsl'd (lll ihc j11'illl'iplc, 01' the di!211il: und cqllalil: (II' ;111 hU!1l;11l
bl'illf" :Iml seck, all](IIl[_~ lllilLT b;lsic objcctives, the promotion ,llld
l'CspcCI [or human rights .u.d Iund.uucntal freedom tor Idl II ilhulit
distinction ,IS to rucc. sc.\, lallguage or rcii[,ioll:

( ;:;' :\,_;r, j ,I -,

:}!Jllj

Amendment pi

Pn':Il11hk



,\'\J) \\III':""\S 1(1lillilil:liL' ".i,I'CII:1 " 11111,k'llll'll!i<llilllIii ih \:II'I(lll~

Irl'ill\ (\1111~"llil\lI" illlilidill>-' hili 11(\1 lilllilL'l1 10, llil Illi\lI',:rI

l)lCLII',lli"ll 1·11111I111l1111\1,1"11'"IIIL' IlItcTllilti(illid (1lIi\c'llti()1I /'11'

I (1l1l1111l1l',"(l('jll! ,111l1( ultur.rl l\il'I1I" th,: illill'llilt!(>!lld <. (111\ '.'!III(\11(Ill

ihc I limin.rion (1i'.I111(lrll1~ol l<acilti /)isLTil1lil1llli(ln illlli Ihe !\!I'il<lll

Chili'llr Oil l lumau auc: I\'(lpk, l\i,!'i1h :

A:\'f) WIli':HF,\S the lcderal C'O\l'I'l1l11l'lIl (Ii' Nigl'l'iil is (k~i\,(llIS or

llCiltillg :111l'l1ilhlillg CII\ ironment I()I' c,\II'il-jlldici:11 rCl'ogllitilllL

promotion .md cnforcc.ncnt 1I1'all rights rccogl1ised ullcl cn-Juincd in

the Constitution (d the lcdcral l~epLlhli,' 01 Ni[!el'ia I l)()l), till'

lntcmationnl lll1d f\cgioJ1itl lnstrumcnt-, and LlIH.llI' all\ other c.sistillg

kgisl:lli(lll:

\\1) \\ IILIU\S III IlIl'llicli(liLl' (.j Illl' ,Ihl\l' ,111il'lille' ,<lId it-.

Iktl'Jlllillllliull III pr()\ Iell' II lorum lor public l'llliglitl'JlllIl'lil 1ll1d

di:tioguc 011lind III limit (OI1II'0\-<.'I'S)ami confrontn.ion over allegatiolls

oj' human riglllS \ iol.uions b~ indiv idua!-, corpor.ue bodies. public

ol'iiccI's and agel1ciesand to re-affirm the S:lcrl'c/ <ll1tiil1\ i"l;lhk n.nurc

,,[' hUIIl:111illid oilier i'lIml:lllll'lll:til'igllts,"

( ".1', ':'T' I' .~'

C,n!!:, I' \lI';Ilt'

::'(I) I here shall be lor the Commission a (jo\crning Council

(in thi. Act referred to as "the Council") \1hich shall be

rC"llllnsihlc [(II' the di~chilrgl' of' the luncuon-. (1[' thc



1:11:1 Cklirperson who ,h,li[ he <I Iclirc'd Ju~liLl: ul' t[IC

SlIJlI'C'IllC('(llll'!. (ll ('Illill ,II'\I'I'C:I[, ('I' ,I Ic'lii'l'd JlId~'l'

uillie: [ L'dCi'(ti II igh «(:lIri (\1' [ I iuh «(llill (>1:1SI:lle cir

CI kg,1i pr<lc1itiunL'l Ililh ':':0 ~c':Irs p"st lIl1:1[ilic<llioll

experience and requisite experience in human right"

(h) a representative each ofthe lcdcral i\1inistll 0[:

(i) Justice, who shall nut be below the rank 01' a
Director.

(ii) lorcign ,\n~lirs, who sha!l nOI be he[ml tile

rank o lu Director.

Provided that ex-officio members shall not have

voting powers ill the council:

Icl; representatives ui'rcgistcl'I:d hLll11,1I1rights organisations ill

Nigeria;

(cil:2 Iega[ pr:lctitiullcrs who shall not have less than 10
years post qualification experience t() be :Ippuintcd on
the recommendation or the !'\:ItiOll:i/ Lxecut ive

Committee orthe Nigcl'i:lIl n,lI' !\S~()Ci<llioll:

(e) :; rcprcs('nt:llives or the print aIII[ electronic media. one

to represent the public and two to rcprcscn: the private

media:

(1'1 a rcprcscnuuive ofthe organi scd labour:

(121:' other Pl'I'SUI1S\1i1o sll(l1I hc' \lumL'n vvirh -ulficicnt
experience ill human I'ights issLles: allli



(h) :11'pIlillll'd hI Illl' I'rcsidclll. suhlcli In 11lL'contlrnun ion

hI Ihl' \CIl:Ill'.

(-I) 1.\lTI member Id' 111l'(ounci] <h.i!l. hl'l(I('c' sLIrtillL2 hi, dutic».
makl' :lIld suhsLlihl' III :111oath th.u hl' \Iidll 1:lilhi'ulil and
illlj1:1ni:t!h :Illd III IIIe hl'st o l hi, :d1ilil\. disl·II:I(!2l' tlu: dillil"

dn uil ill)2 lIJ1unhim under the ,'\el. ih.u Ill' ',h:t!IIHlI dil u1L2l'the
1'(UCl'l'dill)2S.loll', O( "1"lliUIIS oj Ihe nu-mbcr-. o l tile ( ounci l
or 11111other mailer relevant tu the Iunction-. olthc Commis-.ion.

(5) Such oath shall he in accordance with the Oaths Act and, ill this

!\el. "Oath" includes affirmntion lillci declaration. I "1'111II "-
.21/(!01

I()) I he supplcmcnt.u, 1'1'01isiolls sci ()UI in the SehcclulL' 10Ihis

/\cl shall have effect II iih respect to the proceedings ofthe

Council and the other matters conraincd therein".

I. \cl'lion .'1.< I oj' the l'rincipa] .\u 1\ 1I11h'lldcdhI \llhslilUtill)2 I()I' II
ilL"\\ ~l'Llj(ln .. ~(_~J" -

"13) \kl1lbers ofthe Council shall he paid such Itll()\11I11CCSa, Illa~

he determined hI the President. Oil the rccouuncud.u.on ol'lhl~

l<.nCllllL' \1()hili/dliull. AIII1Clilini1 .uul l iSll1i (IJllll11issioll".

'-il'clioll cj urllie Principal A«! is .unendcd b) - Amvnctmcru (11

')\.'Cllu!j ..j

(a) subsliluling 1(11',1IbsL'eliull (I), ,IIlCI\ slIiJ::.ectioll ..( 1)"-

"( I) ;I, Member of the Council shall he removed lrorn oflice b~
the President. Commander-in-Chief or the Armed lorccx

subject III conl iruuu.un h) simple mujorit , o lthc Sell,lle, if

he

(a) becomes of unsound mind:

(h) becomes bankrupt 01' rn.ikc-. a compromise 1\ irh his

creditors:

(e) is lllllvielcd 01 a rclol1\ PI' all\ oflcncc illlPl1 il1)2

d isl)(JllC,1I: or

(d) is guilt) PI' serious l1liSCPI1c1L1ctIII relation 10 his

duties":



h,

(:1) ,tlhqillililig f(ll P:II',lgl'<lplh (<i),(dl,(Cj,lt'l ,llld (h) n,'11

p,lr<lt'I':lph, "(<II", "(eI)", "(e)", '(g)" <lnli "Ih!" -

"(a) dc:d II itil <III Illatters I'elelling to the promotion and

protection 01' human I'ighh llll:II':1I1Iecd 11) the ('onstittitillil

of the lcdcrul I{cpublic 01 r-\illl'ri<l, the I 'nitcd N:ltions

Charter and tile Uniltrs,d Dccl<lrilliun on l luman I{ighls,

the International Convention on Civil and Political I{igllts,

the International Conv en.ion Oil the l.lirnin.n ion of all I()rllls

or Racial Discrirnin.uion. the lutcrn.uionnl COI1l cniion Oil

lconomic. Social :lllei ('tllttlral I{ighh, the convention Oil

till' I limin.u iun of :dl :Olm, (ll l)i'll'illlill<lll(ln'\~!<lin'l

\\ 1\111l'11. till' Inll'I'Il:111(ln~d ( ~Hl\ l'Jilli1!l Ill) ,111..: I I!JllI11~ili()11 Ilj

<III rurms (l11{:lcial Discri.uinauon. Ihe (unl,'llti')ll 011 Ihl'

Rights of tile Child, tile Africa» Charter Oil Human and

peoples' Rights and other international and regional

ill\lllllllelllS on hum.in righls to w hicl: Nigcl'i" is" p.uiv :

(Ii) undertake studies 011all Illallers pcrt:linillg to human rights

.md :lSSi,1 the I cdcrul. SI:ltl' ami l.oca] Governments \\ here
il considers it appropriate to do so ill the tormul.uion of
appropriate policies on the guarantee ofhuman rights:

lei puhlisiJ :11lL! suhmii. lrorn lime' t() lim,', III

NCitioll:i1 Asscmbly, Judiciar«. Slale

(,(ll crnmcnts. reports Oil IIle stCile uf

promotion and protection ill Nigcria:

lil,' I'r",ilknl.

:l1ll1 'oc iI ,

human righls

(ll) liai:«: ,lIld coopcrurc. ill such munncr ,IS it eOllsicicrs

appropriate. II ith locul and inrcrnationu] org<lllis:ltioll," Oil

IlLIIllClIl rigllh \\ itll the purpose (If Cllh<lllCillg IhL' j1wllloti(l/l

:11)(1protection OJ'lll111WIlrights,

(h) p<lrlicip<llc' III SllCiJ 111:111111'1'<ISil C(lll,ilierc, uppropriarc ill ,ill

intcrnnlional Clclil itil's I'L'lalill(! to the pl'Olllotioll ilild

.\ 1111:IIlI II 11."'.)\ tl J

,l'llll'JI,'-



""( i I rC'C""II l' :lIId II1IL"li,':ill' l'()1111'llliI11\l'()ill"C'ming I i"lilli<1I1S (ll

hu.uuu rIL"II" 1IIIli 11I11kl"dpp;"pri.t1c dctLl'I]lillillilill ilS Illd\

hl" dCl'lllc'd Ill'Ce\\dl"\ in l"ileh cirCulll,tIIllCc':

(k) c'\:lillIIlC alll <c\i\til1g lcuixl.uion. adminisrrativc prt)\ISIOIlS

and proposed hil l-. Ill' hvc-Iaw • lor the purpose or
Ilslcrtailling vvhcihcr such cnacuuents or proposed bills or

h\ c-I:I\\s <In:consistcnt II iih human rights IJ(lI"IllS:

(I) prepml' and publish" in sucl: 1ll:1I1Ill' I" as till' Cummi ssion

considers appropriate. guidelincs IlII" the Ciloidancc of <lOS

C11"pr:lctices with respect to the functions and powers olthc
('(lIIOllli"illll under this \c1:

11111pr(lll1l1lc 1111IIlilkrslllllclll1~ ,Ii public' dISCII",il'ih oth.im.n,
rights isslies in Nigeria:

(11) undertake research and cducutiona] pl"Ugralllllles llIld such

other progrcJllllllCS for pnlnllltillg ami pr(lll'l,ting human

rights and co-ordinate :111\such prngranunc on behalf of

the lcdcrul. Stale or I (ICIII (jOll"l"nlllenls 011 its 0\111
initiati vr when 00 rt:qlll'~ll'lI 11"1Ill\: f-ederal. xraic or Ioca]
Government and report concerning the enactment or
legislation Oil matters n.:latillg to human rights:

(U) un ih own initiative or "hell requested h) the lcdcrul. Sture
or i.ocal Goverument. report 011 actions that should be

taken bv the h:dcI"al. State or l.ocal Govcmmcnt ro cornpl ,
\lith the provision', of <JII\ rl'levClnl irucrruu ional human
right.c; instruments:

(p) rcIcr Clll\ maucr of hUIll:1I1 right.., vinl.uion requiring

l'I'()SeCUlion III the: ;\ttol'lJcy-Cicncr:i1 oi"lhc Icdera.ion or or
a State" as the CiI.SCmay he':

1<1) \1!JL'rc it CI1Il.,idcl"Sit apl'l"ol,riillc 10do ,I), ill't :IS il c'(lJlciliiltOI'

lwt\\ecn parties to a c.uupl.rint:



(r) Illh'!'e it consiliL'rc; it :IPpml\ll<ltc', 1\ illi thc' Icdl l' 01' the court

IH::II'il1.'~ the procl'cdillgc; ;mel ,uhil'ct ill :111) coudit iun
impoc;cd 11) the COLIn, inicrvcnc in <tnl j1t'<lcccLiin!, iluu
invo!, L'S human ri",l1tc; is-.uc": :1III I

7, Sectiull () or till' l'rincipul Act is substituted lor :1 nell sect ion
"(),, :

'1'""",,,111.,, 6,( I) I'hc Commission sh.ill have power to-
{(HIlll11"SI(111

(a) conduct its invcstig:ttions ilild inquiric« in such

manner :IS it consider» appropriate:

(b) illstitute Clily cil il action Oil :til) matter it deems lit in

I'CI;Jliun l() the cxcrcisc (\1 ih 1'111ll'liollS under ihi-:
\ ct.

IC) appoint an> person, II hcthcr or nul such person is ill

the public service, (0 act 3S an interpreter ill nn)

mallei' brought before it and to translate an , such
hook, paper 01' II I'itillg produced to it:

lei) I isit persons, police cell, nnd other places of
detention ill order to usccrtuin the condition-, thereof

and make recommer-dations to the appropriate

authorities:

(c ) make dctcrminauon CI, 10 the cLlln:lges or
cornpens.uion pnyable ill relation to atly violal ion

of human rights w hcrc it deems litis ncccssar, III

the cirrumstancc-. or the case:

(I') co-operate vvith and consult with oilier ilgcncics and
organizations, gOlcrlllllctltal and non-

g()\cl'Illlltntal, as it Illil)' deem uppropriatc: and

Ig) Lip sLich other lhitl~'s :IS arc incidcntul. IleceSSal'),

conducive or expedient for the pcrfonuancc 01' its

functions under Ihis Act.



('! 1\ hL'11L:ln it IIPIlL'III', tll llie ( hu.nn.m 111'(111inlonn.uion :111L1

iliin such inquir. :1, he ,h:111th.rl, I]Cle,s:W" Ih:11Ihere i-.
I'l'IISllllilhlc Lilll"C III ,'lI'I'l'l'l Ih,11 11)i1111"I<lce there I., ,I

C\ idci1lT ur the cl'll1lni"ioll 01':1!11(>Ill-IKe' lIncin this '\l'l

IlL' 111,11hI IIIitll'll (lldel' LiillTI un ulliccr (If Ihl'

( ornmisxion lU obtain ,I cOllll order 111-

III) l'lllel upon <Ill) 1IIIld (11'prcmivc-, 01 bl 11111agcnt 01'

IlgClliS clul) authorized in IIIiling Ior (l1lI purposc

which. ill the opiniou or the Council is m.ucriul to tht'

lunctions o lIhc Commis-ion. and in particular. 1(,1'the

pmllose 01' llhl:lilling evidence (\1 inlonn.uion or or

illspccting or Iakillg u]pies 01' iln) document required

by, or which mav be of assistance to, the Commisvion
and for s,lIeguarding any such document or propert ,
II hich ill the opinion or the (ollncil ought 10 he

Slll'cglllll'lkLi 1,)1'111]1plIrp(l,C' Dr iiS il1l C'tigilli()IlS U('

lin I\.-',_'\..'ll in : ".

111)SlIllllllOIl and interrogate (111)person, bod) or authority
to appear before it for the purpose of a public inquirv

aimed at the resolution of a co.nplairu or human rights

I iolation:

Ie) i"'lIc ,I l"IITaI11 III compel the 111il'1Ic!III1Cl'UIIIII) PCl"S()11

II ho. allcr halillg been summonc.] to attend, Iai Is,

refuses 01' neglects to do so (1I1e1does not IC:\ClIsesuch
f~lilure, refusal or neglect to the satisfaction of the

Corum ission:

(d) compel 1111\'pcrsoll. bod) III' Ill/thol'it) who, ill its

opinion. hilS all) infornunion relilling to 1111~matter
under ito inlcstiglltioll In lurnixh it II ith alll

intorm.uion 01' produce ,]111 dOCUIl1Cll1 or other

1'1idcncc which is in his (1\' her custtldl aIII I which

relillcs to all\ mal tel' being investigated: and

(c) compel the attendance (JI' II itllc\ses to produce

1'1 i.lcncc before it,

I)) 111l'\L'I'cisinl' ii, Iunctiou-. ,llld I'()\IL'I', under tliis ;\el. Ihl'

( onunis-.ion shall 11L)thc'suhiccl 10 the tiirL'l'lioll or conuol 01'



;1111orhcr .un horit , or perSlln,

(I) II is;1Il ()lfcl1CC l(lI' ~In\ per-Sllil. bmil or ;Iulhorit) to-

WI rc lu:«. lu PI'\)I ilk' l'l idl'llce, illClllLiilll! d"(lIlllelll;11 \

,'I idl'lll',', 10 Ihl' ('Olllllli.,.,ioll ill rcsl'oIISL' III ;1 Ilritlell

rc:qlll',IIU ciu "':

(b) obstruct 01' do anything to prevent any member or the
Council 01' ;111 employee or the Commission I'1'0ill the

1<1\1I'Ll1 cxcrcixc of ;111) of the functions conlcrrcd Oil the

Commission hI this Act:

(e) punish, imimida:c. harus» 01' discriminate against an ,

person fell' co-operating II ith the ('ollll11is,sion In the

exercise of its functions under this Act: or

leil rclu:«: 10 COlllpl.' \Iilh 1"1111I)dlle'clile", dl'iLllllill<lliun,

decision 01' limlillg o lthc conunisvion.

(:") .1\ person \Iho commit-, an offence under subsection (4) of this

sc<.:tiull is liub!c on LUIII ictior: to imprisonmen: for a term of 6

months or 10 a fine of N I00, 000,00 or to both such imprisoumcnt
and fine."

Section 7()) of the Principal Act is amended bl substituting fill' ,I nell

sect ion "7( I)" -

"( I )111I:re shall be lor the Commission 0111l.xccutivc Secretary who

shall he'-

(a) a legal practuioner II ith not less th,I11 20 years post

qualification experience and requisite experience ill human
ri~'hls iSSUe'S:

(hl a person ol'I'I'llVt'n integrit\ and be the (,hicf l.vccutivc ,lIlel

i\eelllln(inl! Officer o lthc ('ol1llllissilJll:

(e) appointed by the President subject to confirmation hI the

Sell;lte,"

-'VdHH17



l) ,

( ,lllclllh>!1 10, I ill' COllllLil,il:dl dcll'lillilll' IIIC LlHltilliulh l>l 'U\ IC(,

illLluclill~ sdi<lril's, p'_'11SItlIl' <lIHI !'r:llllilic\ :l.S .uc

<lpprupl'iatl' Iorir-. l'llll'iOll'l'S"

I II, '>l'CliOIJ 1,' ollilc l'rincip.r] /\LI i~,.uncndcd bl

(<I) illSl'I'lillg ClIlCII subscct ion "(21"-

"(2) The l-und or the CUllllllissioll shall he a charuc on the

('oll\ldici:llcd RCI CllUC luud olthc lcdcraiion ': <Inti

I hi rl'lllllllhnill!,' ihe suhsccl ion (2) a" subsection Lh

II, Section 14 oftne Principal Act is substituted Il)1' a nCII sectioll "14"-

Irom :1111source such speci lic amount ilS

h\ till' Cunlllli~~ion jC)!' nlcclin~ its

tiisch:II'gill!2 ils functions under this Act

Illil: be required

(lhli!,'ali(lIls .md

(21 Tile Commission. IIIa I subject to Illis Aci and the
l(llltiilions or :1111tl'U,t LTc'all't! ill rc'sl'l'ct "I' :111\l'I'opl'rl\,

invest :111()I' al1\ or ilS funds,

U) lhc Commission mav. Iron: lime 10 time. invest ,Ill:

xurplu-; funds or the Commis-.ion ill securities pl'cscribed

bl thl' '1I'ustce Il1\estlllcllh ;\ct (lr Sllch oilu-r sccurit ics.

1·1) SUbjl'Ct to the pi'll I ISIOlls or Illl' 1:11lL1I SL' .vct thl'
('()lIllllissioll 11I,11aCLJulre(}I' 1c~I.Sl'<111\1:11ll1required lor it.>-

purpuse IIIlLie)' thi-: l\ct,"

vurcuclnunt III

"',X11(11l1:'

sect 1(11) !-J

('Ii' ! "' .. I I '"
.'11111

."1'1,;



I) (II 11)"L'rl. illlI11L'di,ltL'h ;r1lL'r till: <:\i,\til)l' ,n:tiol) 1,1 ()j' the Princip,d

:\<.:1. ;r l)l'll 'lTtiuII "'1'"'-

I.' I ill'!'l' i, l"I,lhli,hl'ci Ihl' 11i111l,iI) I(i"ill' I lll)d (ill Ihi, :\L'l

rC'icITl'd t() ,I, "'the l uud") 1\!rICII ,lldll hl' <lPI,lil'd h\ till'

Cornrni"i(lll tlm ,Irti, -

(,I) the conduct ofresearch Oil human rights issues: and

(h) the 1~lcilitntion or human I'ight, activities or the

Commisvion in collaborauon 1\ ith other human rights

non-govcrnmentul organi;'ltioll\. civil

organ izations and other stakeholders,
sue iet \

I:' I I hl'l'c ,11:111Iw p,lid ,1I1e1 l'I'l'dikd It) thL' '1I11deq,rhl i,heti

)'lll'''ll~lI11 i(1 \llh"~'l'li(llll II (Jj",lli" ....,I_,l...·li(ll1-

(<I) such sums H, 111d)he provided b\ the Federal. Sture

01' local Government for plII'pOSCSo lthc Fund:

(hi such contributions from nutional ,mel multi-n.uional.

public and private companic-, Clnd institutions
C,IIT: ing on husinc\s in !\igcria,"'

I'l Such conuiburion» made or the lund under subsection
(:J(b) ofthi» section shall he tax dcductable.'

tll l{cllUIllhl'l till' c\iqing sccuon 1:'1of til" l'rincipa] ,\ct as nCI\

section 1(1.

1.1. Section Ie) or the Principal Act <IS renumbered is amended by deleting

thc 1\ord-. "through tile Auorncy- Genera: of' the l-cdcrruion".

Scctioll 17 oj' the l'rincipul Act a, renumbered is suh-tiuncd for <InCI\

sn:ti(l11 "I T-

"i'"'' 17. I Ill' Conuuix-.ion xhall. 110t lutcr than () IIWIlll" after the end

(11 l',lell v car. <ubmit to the Prcsidel)t :mel the l'\,ltioll,ri

;\ss':I))hl), a report on the eletil iiics ur the ('(lll1rnlssiol) ,111c!

its adJl)il)iql,,]ti(}I) dllril)~! the immediate PI'l'ccdillio' vc.u :1l1c1

sh:rli .ncludc ill the report the audited accounts or the

/\ Illl'I)(lllll.:r1! III

vccuun 1{,

~l!h:.III'ltJ(HI Ill!

SVl"!I()li 1"7



(1lIlllllissi()ll alld Ihl' ;llldil!)(, C(lIlIIJlCIlIS Ihcrcuu.'

I ~. 111\l'll iI1lIIlL'di;IlL'I\ ,llkrthl' Ilell secti(lll 17 (lrlill' l'rincip.i, !\ct;1 n,'\1
sL'cti()11--I S---

I K ,'-.lIhjl'ct Ii) tlic pro\ j,j(lIIS (lltiJi'\l'1. llic l'I'()ljsj()ll' o l Ihe

1'lIhlic (JilicL'I's j'r(lICLlioll /\,1 ,h;lil "ppll in rclut ion .o

,1111'Uil jllslillllL'd Ilgaliist ;1111mrmhrr OJ' Ihe Council.

officer or cmpk.ycc oflhc Commission.

(1) No suit xhal l lic 01' be instituted il] <1111court against

anI member oj' the Council. the lxccutivc

Sccretan or ;]1]1 officer or crnplovcc of the
Conunisxion Ill!' ,II] act done in pursuance or

execution ol'lhis /\cI or ,111:other 11111(II' enact men 1.

or (II' ;111: public dill: or auth()rit: (II' ill respect 01'

;111: alleged ncglcct m lle-hlllit in the execution or

this :\cl or such 1;1\1or cuucuncnt. dlll\ or .nnhorit-,

(a) it is commenced II ithin ~ months next alter the
act. ncgleci 01' default complained or: 01'

Ib) ill the case o l a cominuution ul'damage 01'

injury. \I irhin 6 mnnth , next alter the ceasing
therco J'.

(3)!\:o suit shall be commenced Ilgllinst any member of

the Council. the lvccut iv e Sccrcturv. officer or

el11pluye\:' 01' the COl11ll1i:-,:-,i()nbefore the: expiration 01'

,I period o l one month alter II riucn notice 01 intcut ion

to commence the sliit <ha!l h;]IC been served upon the

Commission by the intending plaint iffor his agent.

(4) lhe notice referred to in subsection (3) urthis section

shall clc.ul v statc-

(h) the panicul.u-, or claim:

(c) the n<lnlL' and place (II' abode of the intl'ndil1i,'

plaim i lf: ,lI1d

I !J,~' 11 II 11, \' I ; ~ ! 'l' \I

',l'I."lilj: 1\

( 'i' Pi i ! f ' -,

.- " ... ,



16 11),l'Il ill1ll1ctii;ilL'11 :!lILT Iill' IIl'll 'L'eli')11 I X o! Il1l' l'ril1cip:ri :\Cl. :1
Ih.'\\ .\cctiuiI "J IF' -

Ill. ;\ 1101Il'l',,Ull1IIHlI1, or other dOCUll1Cl11rClJlIlrl'Li or
:llllilOli/l'd 1111)(',nll'd 1I1'OI)Ihl' ( OI11I)li"ion under
the prm Isions o l rhi ... ACI (JI' :111) Oilier 1:1\1 01
CI):ILII11CI1111111)hc SL'l'IL'd h\ lle-lill'I'II),,' it 10 the
l.xccurivc SCcrCI<lrI or by scndil1g it h,l I'cgislcred
puSI and nddrcxscd to the l\l'Clililc SL'l:rclar~ at the
pl'incilXl1 oi'licc 01'11K'Commission"

17, lnscr: immediatel , al'lcl' the ncvv section Il) ofthe Principal Act. II nCII Ill,,'''''''' "I" lie'''
section "20·' - ;''IT[IIlJl211

uocuuuu!

20, Any sum of 111011eywhicl: ll1a~ h) the judumcm
OJ'I\I1) CULInhe awarded against the ('ol11l1lission
shlill be paid i'1'()1I1the gCllcral reserve i'und of the
COl1l11)issiul1-uhicct to :1111direction !:,ilCIl h) 11lL'
('(Il!lf'

Insert immcdiatcl , after the new section 20 of the Principal Act. a ne«
section "21" -

Invert immcdiutclx
'l'elil'l) "2:'''

22

19,

FL'l'Pt'llllh111 and
l"11j'(IIC,'llll'lli ul

d\\;nds ,111(1

IlTUlllllll'n,i, 111(11"1',

21, /\ member of the Council. the l.xccutive
Sccrclarl, 1111\ officer ()I' emplo, tee: uf' the
CUlJ)lni",illll ,hllil he illLicll1llilicli (lui 01' Ihc
assr:ls or the COllllllission agaillsi ;1111
j1l'tll'l'Cdlll!:,', whether cil il I!I' criminal. ill 1\ hich
judgment is gi\cll ill lux our of another 01' ill
which he is acquitted. ir any such proceeding is
brought against him in his capacity as a member
of Ihc Council. the F;;cclIti\ c Secretary. o lficcr
01 emplo , ee or the Cornrni x-,ion prO\ idcd IIiut he
acted ill go()d faith".

allcr the nC\1 sect ion 21 or the Principal Act. II nc«

(I) All 1I\I;trtl or recommendation mudc b\ the
COl1llllission shall be rccogni/eLi II, bindim; aile!
subject to Ihis section and, Ihis Act. <hall. IljJ()1l
application ill l\ritillg to the court. he enforced h\ the
court

1.'1 II] Ihls sl'l'li(lIl, "court" IllCIIIlS the lcdcrul lIigh Cour:
Ill' the Ili[211 (olin (II' the lcdcr.r] (':11'11:1/ I crr-illlr\,
/\hui,llll'lhe l liuh ('ourl Uri! SU]k",

lnseruonof ~' ncv,

Sl·clHlll :::1

111"Vl'lllJl'1 (II " Ill'll

:-'l'l'! uu I :'~



I he c'\istill)! Sl'UiOIl IS 01' the "rincil,:11 ,\,,1 is S[i1),t1IL1led ItH' :1 Ill'\1

SlTlioll "~\"

Ill'Ll"S:trl or e,\peelielll to ,,,1\l' l'rkl'l 10 11lL'!1r()\ i,i()11S 01

1IIIs,\u

:' I , lhc Schedule [0 the I'rincip:ti Ae[ i, amended

II~) The quorum or the Council xhal] he () mcmbcr-. c.\clucling

[ill' vxolficio members but il!cluciil!t,' the Chairman or, ill hi'>

nbscncc. the person elected under pamgraph 2(:') of this

Schedule to preside and 5 other members, and the quorum or
un , Com.niucc eli' Ihl' (uumil sh:tli Ill" .lctcr.uinc.l 111 Ihe

( oun.il ': lmel

"~I..j) The quorum at all) meeting of the Council 5h:1I1 be 6

e:..cluciing the ex-officio members'

I hi'>\L"I met,l bl' cited ,IS tile '\:ttiulletl l lurnan Righh (oll1lJ1issillll

(,\ 111em! 111e11l);\ ct.? U I ()

1 ! n: ~.-.i -..1 II ,~

'>1.,11,,1; i,\ ,,: It"

pr!lf(i)':d Ac t

r\lllt'lldlnl'lll tr]

;-';dw,juk



CERTIFY, IN ACCORDANCI( WITH SI~CTlON 2 (1) OF THE ACTS
IUTHENTICATION ACT, CAP. A2, LAWS OF THE FI~DERATION OF NIGERIA 2004,
'HAT Ti-IIS IS A TRUE COpy OF THE BILL PASSED BY BOTH HOUSES OF THE
IATIONAL ASSEMBLY.

~k{{i
SALISU ABUBAKAR MAIKASUWA, mui
CLERK T9rTHE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

;:)-1 DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2011



Schedule to the National Human Rights Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2010

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
SHORT TITLE OF LONG TITLE OF THE SUMMARY OF THE DATE PASSED DATE PASSED

THE BILL BILL CONTENTS OF THE BY THE SENATE BY THE HOUSE OF
BILL REPRESENTATIVES

National Human An Act to amend the National Human Rights This Bill amends the National Human Rights Act 9'" December, 2010 16'" December,2010
Commission Act Cap. N46, Laws of the Cap. N46 Laws ofthe Federation of Nigeria, 2004

Rights Federation of Nigeria, 2004, to provide for, to provide for, among other thmgs-

Commission among other things, the independence in the
(a) independence in the conduct of theconduct of the affairs of the Commission, the

(Amendment) funds ofthe Commission to be a direct charge on affairs of the Commission;

Bill,2010 the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the (b) the funds of the Commission to be a
Federation, establishment of the Human Rights direct charge on the Consolidated
Fund and recognition of and enforcement of the Revenue Fund of the Federation;
awards and recommendations of the Commission
as decisions of the High Court and; for related (c) the establishment of the Human Rights

matters. fund; and

(d) the recognition and enforcement of the
awards and recommendations of the ..
Commission as decisions of the High
Court.

I certifythat this Bill has been carefully compared by me with the decision reached by the National Assembly and found by me
to be true and correct decision of the Houses and is in accordance with the provisions of the Acts Authentication Act Cap. A2,
Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004.

~
SALISU ABUBAKAR MAIKASUW A, mni

Cler~,to the National Assembly
.;ItDay of February, 2011

I ASSENT. D~C~D~JONATHAN'GCFR
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria

J!.51'k- Day of February, 2011
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